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C.LA. ONCE OUSTED |
KT, REPORTSHOWS

‘ Senate Unit Studies Charge
He Flew Opium on Mission

. WASHINGTON, April
. (AP) — A Senate subcommittee
" is investigating a report that
the Central Intelligence Agency
. once removed Nguyen Cao Ky,
now the Vice President of
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The missions’' were “flown

i from Sajgon’s Tansonnhut Air
. Base, the report said. At least
one of the aircraft used. a C-123
belonged to the United States
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o=
i

. South Vietnam, as the com-|
- manding officer of a secret
. sabotage operation because he
3 had used it" as a front for
opium smuggling,
.t The report was made .avail-
* able by the Senate Subcom-
. ' mittee on JForeign Aid Expen-
* ' ditures, headed by Senator
Ernest Gruening, Democrat of
-» Alaska, ,
v Joseph Lippman, staff direc-
tor of the subcommittee, said
. that the report was considered
highly reliable, but he refused
" to identify its source. “
& The 1963-64 sabotage opera- -
. tion, called Operation Haylift,-
i+ “was flying Vietnam agents in- -

y Air Force, it szid. Another
plane used was a C-54, but ths,

v'report did not say whether it

: belonged to the Air Force. -

“In the latter part of 1053,

the C-54 aircraft which - had
been used for Operation Hay-
lift crashed scme 90 miles
south of Hanoi while return-
ing from one of its missions,™
the report said. “All Chinese
crew members on board (were '

« killed, S

: the;

“After the C-54 crashed,

» CLA. ubed C-123 -aircraft on

these missions with the United:

" States Air Force markings

" painted out. The serial number

of .the C-54 was XV:NUF.” i

The author of the report said

_ that he was sent to Vioctnam in

March, 1962, by an American ‘

. aviation company as an insnec- |

- tor and adviser to the mainte-

nance crews. His report wes

. made available by Senator

Grugning's subcommittee with

tl}e l}sltipulation that tlge name |
of the company not be used. . : Y

The company, the' report| Colonel Ky was named| by]

| said, “of course.was a fictitious|the Ngo Dinh Diem Govern-

- company set up by the C.LA.[ment in 1956 as the com-

+ and an airline operating from/-mander of the Saigon Airport.

. Saigon’s Tansonnhut air fieldi A month after that _Govean-

. as a blind for a program called| ment was overthrown in 1983,

Operation Haylift.” Colonel Ky was named cpm-

A Few Identified mander of the rapidly grovymg

. ) . Vietnamese Air Force. i
. Mr. Lippman said that his{ He retained that command
investigators had " “confirmed

until 1965, when he became, the
that the airline named in the} .premier of his country, suc-
report was flying out of Tan-} ceeding a civilian, Dr. Phan

. sonnhut at the time Operation! "Huy Quat. " Lo
Haylift was alleged to havej Last September, he |was|

-been in progress. ‘ ' elected Vice President on a
pose of sabotage such as blow- "The C.LA. men connected{ ticket with President Nguyen

-ing up railroads and bridges,” Wwith this program were as fol-! Van Thieu. |

. the report said. g - »lows: William Colby, who . ., « A spokesman for the agency

~ “When the program first be- -was later replaced by a John gaid, “We . never comment on

7 gan'the C.LA. engaged Vietnam ' Richardson and also a Hanlc these things.” !

[ air crews and their command- Shore. Air Force officers in<,’  'The Defense Department, also
ing officer was Col. Nguven Ky. ‘volved were Col. Albert Bliz-;  declined to comment. -
who is now Vice President of .zard, Major Heck and a Cap-; “We would never have any

. iSouth Victnam, ‘tain Baines. All of these meni; ' comment regarding the heaq’ of

: } _Chinese Pilots Used .worked out of'the United States | - state of a foreign countr}\'. Ty

‘Embassy.” Yy kesman said
"+ “To make a long story short,| -yl L ;| Bpoxesman Said.
. Colonel Ky took advantage of P S that Mr,

lon ) ! Colby was now with the State
. this situation to fly opium frcm| Department’s Southeast Asia
Lao to. Saigon, Of course the]

desk. Sources at the State De:
* C.IA. removed Colonel Ky and
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Nguyen Cao Ky

i to North Vietnam for the pur-

ey Rl v

partment confirmed that a Wil}
" his flight crew ‘and they were| .1iam Colby works fof the South:
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: Vietnam ground crew was res :
. placed-by-Chinese _mechanics.": o




